
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
There is an old proverb that states, “He who 

aims at nothing hits it.” Isn’t that the way many 
people live. They don’t have a direction, they 
don’t have goals, they just kind of float from one 
circumstance to the next. “He who aims at nothing 
hits it.” Many people are on target. 

Just because you aim at some target, still 
doesn’t mean you will hit it. But if you don’t aim, it 
almost guarantee’s you will miss the target. I think 
back to the disaster and devastation caused by 
Hurricane Katrina. Though there aim of the 
government officials from the Federal and State 
governments, was to bring relief and aid as soon 
as possible, it cannot be denied, that 4 days went 
by before many people had any kind of relief, 
food, water, or medicine. I am certain the aim of 
the President of our country and the governor of 
Louisiana set a target of relieving the wide spread 
sufferings and death of those stranded, but for 
various reasons the aid just took longer to arrive 
than anticipated. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, had a target, and his 
aim was true. He targeted the powers of sin, 
death and hell. The goal: to set humanity free 
from these great enemies. He not only had a 
target, and true aim, but also a plan to carry out 
the objective. His plan was to live a perfect life, 
according to the will and the word of His Father, 
and then to stand in the place of sinful humanity, 
taking God’s just anger over sin on Himself, and 
dying in our place. Mission accomplished, targets 
destroyed. On Good Friday at the Cross, the full 
fury of the Father’s wrath was placed on the 
bloodied body of Jesus. Hidden in the death of 

Christ was the victory 
over sin, death, and the 
powers of hell. Easter 
came so that we would 
know that Jesus victory 
was complete. Just as 
death, hell and Satan, 
had no power to hold 
Jesus, they now have no 
power over those who 
are in Jesus Christ, by 
faith. 

You were bought 
with His holy innocent 
suffering and death. You 
were redeemed from the 

forces of evil, by His blood, and now you belong 
to Him. Your body in no longer your own but His: 
who died for you. For this reason, you as a 
disciple of Christ are also a steward, a caretaker 
of all that He has given you. 

During September we will again have our 
annual Stewardship emphasis here at 
Redeemer. For three weeks in worship we will 
emphasize various stewardship themes, focusing 
on God’s grace to us in Jesus Christ, and then 
how through the work of the Holy Spirit, He 
moves us to respond with our time, talents and 
treasures. 

Following service on September 19th and 
September 26th, the Stewardship Fair will take 
place in Crusader Hall. You will have an 
opportunity to see the various ministries that are 
carried out in the congregation and how you can 
both support and become involved in the life of 
Redeemer Lutheran by putting your skills and 
abilities to use for God’s glory. The Adult Bible 
class will begin at 10:45 during those two weeks 
to give you the chance to participate in the 
Stewardship Fair. 

If we believe our lives are not our own, that all 
we have is a gift from God, on loan to us for our 
use here on earth, shouldn’t the Word of God be 
our guidance and direction for living? He who 
aims at nothing hits it. 

May God grant us the 
grace and wisdom to be good 
stewards. 
 

Peace in Christ, 

Pastor Widger 

Redeemer Lutheran 
News 
Sundays after Pentecost 

September 2010 

  

  

 



Sundays after Pentecost September 2010 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Church Council  

August 10, 2010 
 

Caring Through Christ! 
 

Call to Order   
President Diane Rau called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM. 
 

Invocation  
Pastor Widger opened the meeting with prayer & scripture, read-

ing from Genesis 3, V, 6 & 9. 
 

Member Input  

Lois Prothe made a presentation to Council regarding Fellowship 

Dinner Groups.  More information will be placed in upcoming 

bulletins or the church newsletter explaining the proposal. 
 

Our Blessings:  

¶ Youth trip to New Orleans 

¶ For Pastor Kirkeideôs service in Pastor Widgerôs absence 

¶ For the proceeds from the summer garage sale and all the 

workers, contributorôs & buyers 

¶ For the work being done on the  new Grace Room 

¶ That all the church rentals are occupied  

¶ For Dee Ulrich ï new chairman of Elders in Paul Whit-

moreôs absence 

¶ For Terry Brown ï new Financial Chairman in Christina 

Whitmoreôs absence 
 

Recording Secretary               Julia Lindahl        
The minutes of the June 8, 2010 meeting were approved.  
 

Pastor Report:  
Soul accounting report was distributed showing 384 baptized 

members and 322 communicants as of 7-31-10. 

Gave highlights of the Youth Trip & indicated the youth attend-

ing would be making a presentation  

Matthew Harrison is our new Synod President.  A new change is 

that there were previously 7 vice presidents and there are now 2 ï 

one for National & one for International Missions.  
  

Vice -President Report:   
None 
 

Treasurerôs Report:     

Milford Prothe reported 

Profit/loss information year to date (7-31-10)  

Income $144,341.61 

Expenses $153,160.28 

Net Loss $ -  8,818.67 

  

Financial Secretary Report:           

None 

      

Board of Parish Education:            

None 

Board of Elders Report: 

Dee Ulrich, Acting Chairman  

None 

 

Board of Trustees Report:              

Richard Molet reported: 

Items were reviewed and discussed at their August 2nd meeting 

Thank you to Pastor & Caleb for the excellent painting job of 

Crusader Hall 

Next BOT meeting will be held September 13, 2010 

 

Board of Stewardship:  
Diane Rau reported 

A meeting is set for August 15 to plan the Fall Stewardship Pro-

gram. 

 

Unfinished Business  
Stain Glass Window Committee ï No report 

 

New Business  

Pastor spoke to Council on a new Capitol Campaign for our Sen-

ate called Igniting Church & Culture for Christ with a goal to 

raise 1 ½ million in our District.  He will make a proposal at our 

next Voterôs Assembly. 

Julia made a suggestion to see if Redeemer members would like 

to have a church shirt.  This would be a wonderful means of ad-

vertising and it was suggested to have a flyer in the bulletin to see 

if members are receptive.   

 

Upcoming Events 

¶ September 12 Farewell reception for Walt & Ruth 

 Rodie after church 

¶ September 19 & 26 Stewardship Fair  

¶ October 23 Oktoberfest  

 

Adjournment :                              

The meeting was adjourned with the Lordôs Prayer at 8:45 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted,   

Julia Lindahl 
Julia Lindahl,  

Recording Secretary, Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Council Concerns  

Alan Maierð 

 Transferred in from Holy Cross Lutheran, 

 Colorado Springs, CO 

 

Barkley Heuser, Brennan Heuser, Kristen Gevingð 

 Removed per their request 

Membership Changes 

www.redeemerlutheran-cs.org 
Church Office email:  redeemercos@comcast.net 
Pastor Widger email:  pastorwidger@comcast.net 



Thank You to our Sponsors 

 
Bill & Terry Brown  

 
Your support of Redeemerôs  

newsletter does not go unnoticed! 

DORCAS SOCIETY /   

LUTHERAN WOMENôS  

MISSIONARY LEAGUE  

 

Please note the schedule change.  We will 

NOT have a Dorcas meeting on September 

11th.  We will kick off the Fall season with a 

salad luncheon on Saturday, October 2nd at 

12 Noon.  We are inviting the ladies from 

our sister congregations to join us.  All 

women are invited, hope to see everyone 

there. 

 

Mark your calendar for these upcoming 

events: 

Saturday, November 6th at 10AMð 

 Mission Program 

Tuesday, December 14th at 6PMð 

 Christmas Caroling 

The Altar Guild  

Altar Guild meeting: 

Saturday, September 11th  

at 10:00AM 

In the Heart Room. 

September 2010  
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Lydia Circle News 
 

 

Lydia Circle will meet at 7:00 PM on Monday, Sep-

tember 20, at the Home of Diane Rau.  We will be-

gin a new Bible study, Joy in Christ, based on the 

book of Philippians, and Karen Porsch will lead our 

first lesson. 

 

All women of the congregation are invited to join 

us.  Lydia Circle meets once a month, usually on 

the fourth Monday of the month.  We typically have 

a Bible study followed by a short business meeting, 

refreshments, and fellowship.  Contact Karen 

Porsch at 473-4222 for more information. 

2011 Godôs Creation  
scriptural calendars  

 

The youth are selling the 
2011 calendars for $10.  If 
you are interested please 
see the table in Crusader 
Hall to purchase one. The 
Youth appreciate your 
support! 
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Fall Adult Bible Studies and Sunday School  
 

New Adult Bible Class Offering for the Fall 
Wednesday Evenings 6:30-8:00 p.m. ,  
Beginning September 8

th
, in the Heart Room 

Armor Up-Training for Spiritual Warriors 
Even as the brave men and women of our fighting 

forces come home from the war in Iraq, others are pre-

paring for the ongoing war in Afghanistan. We too, as 

Christians are in a war, a war that rages every day. St. 

Paul writes, ñFor we do not wrestle against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers over 
 
this present darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places.ò (Eph. 6:12). One of the complaints that we’ve 

heard from our troops about the war in Afghanistan and 

Iraq is that they are fighting an unseen enemy. The en-

emy is not dressed out in a national military uniform, 

instead the enemy is hidden in plane sight, wearing ci-

vilian clothes with weapons often tucked under their 

robes, blending in with everybody else. In this spiritual 

war, the enemy is unseen. And this spiritual enemy 

wants nothing more than to do you harm and give you 

spiritual-eternal death. It’s no wonder that St. Paul, thus 

calls us to put on the full armor of God, to stand firm in 

this fight. This class will look at the origins of this con-

flict, the spiritual enemies we face, the battle dress that 

we need as we prepare for war, Jesus as the com-

mander, and the final outcome.  

 

Home Bible Study 

Wednesday Evenings 7PM, at the Rauôs 

Please contact the Rau’s for more information,598-6151 

 

Youth Bible Study 

Sunday Mornings 10:30AM 

The Skit Guys 

Tommy Woodard and Eddie James are The Skit Guys. 

They have been best friends since high school. Think of 

them as the wise guys in class who had everyone 

laughing and managed to make a career out of it. 

They've been teaching God's word using comedy, 

drama and whatever category talking action figures fit 

into for over twenty years. 

 

Sunday School 

Sunday Mornings 10:30AM 

Growing in Christ 

Growing in Christ Bible Stories give a comprehensive 

presentation of God’s plan of salvation as He revealed it 

in the lives of the Old Testament saints and fulfilled it in 

His Son. 

The Incredible Privilege of Saying, ñThank You!ò 
The LCMS Youth Ministry Staff and Gathering Executive 

Team thank God for the participants, planners, and volunteers 
at the 2010 National LCMS Youth Gathering.  WE deeply thank 
the participating congregations and the parents of the youth for 
entrusting the spiritual nurture of their youth at the Gathering for 
five days in July and for providing the necessary spiritual, per-
sonal and financial support along the way.  What a humbling 
privilege it is to organize the Gathering. 

Thanks also to the hundreds of Gathering planners for their 
amazing creativity and energy.  Thanks to the awesome local 
volunteers, the yellow-shirted Community Life builders and the 
“Orange Nation” of Young Adult Volunteers. 

It’s hard to believe it’s been over a month since the 2010 
National LCMS Youth Gathering. There were 24,000 youth and 
adults in New Orleans gathered to praise God and worship Je-
sus.  As we like to say, the Gathering is, first of all, all about 
Jesus—how He loves us, how He saves us, and how He in-
spires and encourages us to serve Him by serving others.  It is 
an amazing story about how a Gathering can impact a commu-
nity.  Check out this short inventory of what was accomplished 
in Jesus’ name, over five days in July. 

¶ About half of the 24,000 NYG participants volunteered at 

100 servant events benefiting local churches, schools, 
parks, cemeteries, summer camp programs and other ser-
vice organizations, and individual homeowners. 

¶ Dozens of neighborhood prayer walks where Gathering 

participants walked through neighborhoods and prayed 
with and for residents. 

¶ Nearly $140,000 was collected for special Gathering offer-

ing, of which a portion will go to provide grants for local 
congregational youth programs doing outreach to un-
churched and marginally-churched youth. 

¶ 3,000 pounds of non-perishable food items were donated 

for Second Harvest Food Bank. 

¶ 3,000 personal care kits were assembled for area shelters 

and community organizations through the District Care Kit 
Scavenger Hunt with financial support from our LCMS Dis-
tricts. 

¶ 2,000 placemats were created for local nursing homes. 

¶ 1,000 units of blood were donated for southeast Louisiana 

hospitals. 

¶ 400 fleece blankets were made. 

¶ 50 participants received haircuts and gave their hair for 

Locks for Love. 

¶ 125 Baptismal banners were created for local churches 

¶ 665 handmade cards were created for military chaplains, 

active servicemen and military families. 

¶ 200 batches of play dough were made for local preschools 

and Boys & Girls Clubs 

¶ 2,000 thank-you notes were written for local oil spill recov-

ery workers. 
How amazing to see God working through the Gathering 

and making such an impact in a community! 
 
Dr. Terry K. Kittmer, Director 
LCMS District and Congregational ServicesðYouth Ministry 
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From the Board of Stewardship . . . 

ñThe blessings of honest workò 

 

On Monday, September 6, Americans and Canadians will observe ñLabor Day,ò a legal holiday set aside 

to honor labor.  Work is often thought of as drudgery--something that you have to do to make a living.  

So we sometimes call work toil, a chore, an obligation, or even a necessary evil.  The New World 

Dictionary does not agree with that, but holds work up as honorable and positive.  Part of its definition 

goes as follows:  ñwork is physical or mental effort exerted to do or make something and be involved 

in purposeful activity.ò 

 

The Bible takes an even higher view of labor.  Labor is actually a gift from God meant to fill our hours 

and days with meaningful activities that honor God, respect His creation, and provide blessings for 

others and ourselves.  It was God who put Adam in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it 

(Genesis 2:15).  This work was given to Adam before the fall into sin and thus was a blessing from God.  

It is true that after the fall into sin, work became wearisome toil as the ground was cursed so that sinful 

human beings would have to earn their daily bread by the sweat of their brows until their dying day 

(Genesis 3:17b-19).  But, in spite of that curse, labor or work remains a blessing from God. 

 

Dr. Martin Luther (who wrote much on the subject of vocation) believed that vocation was a calling, 

which encompassed the whole of the life of the believer, and was NOT narrowly defined as a job, trade, 

or even a religious vocation. Luther believed that the honest work of a janitor, maid or housewife was 

just as important and pleasing to God as the work of a president, pastor, teacher, doctor, scientist or any 

other vocation held in high esteem. 

 

Ecclesiastes 2:24-25 (NIV) reads:  ñA man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find 

satisfaction in his work.  This too, I see, is from the hand of God, for without Him, who can eat or 

find enjoyment?ò 

 

St. Paul in writing to the Ephesians and Thessalonians said:  ñHe who has been stealing must steal no 

longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to 

share with those in need.ò  (Ephesians 4:28 NIV).  For even when we were with you, we gave you this 

rule:  ñIf a man will not work, he shall not eat.ò  (2 Thessalonians 3:10 NIV). 

 

Godôs redeemed people understand that Christian stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child 

of God and Godôs family, the church, in managing all of life and lifeôs resources for Godôs purposes. 

Giving money to support the work of the church and other institutions, giving time to help with honest 

efforts, and using our talents to bring glory to God and blessings to others are all important parts of 

Christian stewardship.  This truth is summed up beautifully in these words from 2 Corinthians 10:31 

(NIV):  ñSo whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.ò 

 

This Labor Day and every day give thanks to God for the blessing of work.  Giving thanks for honest 

labor is something that Christian stewards can remember to do in their daily thoughts and prayers.  So, 

enjoy whatever you are doing to observe Labor Day, and then continue your daily work with joy and 

enthusiasm. 



The local Lutheran Hour can be heard Sunday mornings on,  

KOA (850 AM) at 6:00 AM, KRLN (1400 AM) at 9:30AM 
 

DATE: September 5, 2010 TITLE: "Choose Life"  

TEXT:  Deut. 30:15-20 SPEAKER: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus   

Many today believe we live in a world where nothing is absolutely 

wrong or right all the time. But why do they only feel that way about 

spiritual and moral values? 

 

DATE: September 12, 2010 TITLE: "Looking for the Lostò 

TEXT:  Luke 15:1-7 SPEAKER: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus   

God wants you, but He wants you on His terms. The divine Shepherd 

is searching for His lost sheep, but that search will not go on forever. 

 

DATE: September 19, 2010 TITLE: "Serve One Master"  

TEXT:  Luke 16:1-13 SPEAKER: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus   

We have gone from serving one Master to serving two masters: God 

and ourselves-and we are well on our way to kicking God out of the 

picture altogether. 

 

DATE: September 26, 2010 TEXT:  Luke 23:43 

TITLE: "The Savior Takes a Sinner Home"  

GUEST SPEAKER: Rev. Armin Oldsen 

Presenting a classic Lutheran Hour message by the Rev. Armin     

Oldsen, originally broadcast in 1952. 
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